
Kyiv-Pechersk Lavra
The ensemble of heart-captivating beauty and harmo-

ny opens up to you from the Dnipro – Pechersk Lavra, 
which is inscribed on the UNESCO World Heritage List. 
The Kyiv-Pechersk Lavra occupies a scenic amphitheater 
of the Dnipro hills, totaling an area of 24ha.

Its history starts in 1057, when monk Antoniy (Antho-
nius) returned from Athos with the blessing of the Holy 
Mount to found a monastery. Lavra Caves (hence the 
name of the monastery is derived from ‘pechera’, which 
means ‘cave’ in Ancient Rus’) had been known since 
the 9th c., when the Varangians stayed there. The monas-
tery started with an underground church in the Far Caves. 
When Anthonius left the monastery and dug a cave at the 
bottom of the hill, which later became the beginning 
of the Near Caves, Feodosiy (Theodosius) was elected Fa-
ther-Superior. He introduced the improved Studite Rule 
compiled by Rev. Theodore of Studion in the 9th c. The Rule 
featured a strict regulation of monk life and required also 
the daily reading of books. 

Soon the monastery became a political and cultural 
center of Ancient Rus’ and a model to be followed in the 
founding of all other monasteries in Kyivan Rus’.

Here in the 12th c. Nestor the Chronicler initiated the 
compilation of Rus’ cronicles, the outstanding physicians 
Agapit and Damian were curing people, Prince Sviatoslav 
(Nicola Sviatosha, the Pious) established the first hospital in 
Rus’, while Alipiy founded the Lavra icon-painting school. 

The first stone church – the Holy Dormition of Holy 
Theotokos Cathedral – was laid down on the Upper 
Lavra area in 1073. In 1159 the monastery was awarded 
the honourable title of Lavra (‘settlement’ in Greek). 
In  1615 a printing house was established in the Lavra, 
and the first book on Ukrainian history – ‘Sinopsys’ – was 
published by Innokentiy Gizel in 1674.

The Lavra complex totals 122 architectural monuments 
as well as 8 surface and 6 underground churches. One can-
not but mention in particular the Trinity Gateway Church 
over the Holy Gate (1108) and the Church of Our Saviour 
at Berestove (1113-1125), the latter one being famous for 
the  12th c. frescos preserved until our days and the burial 
place of Yuriy Dolgoruky, the founder of Moscow. 

Ukrainian Baroque architectural masterpieces are the 
Church of All Saints over the Economic Gate (1698) 
and the Far Caves Belfry (1754-1761). The core com-
position of the complex which dominates the whole area 
is the Great Lavra Bell-Tower, 96.5m high, and built by 
architect J.-G. Sch¸del in 1731-1743. 

View on Great Lavra Bell Tower and the Dormition Cathedral from the Far Caves
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The Ancient Rus’ painting is preserved in the cathedral 
until today: the Mother of God Orans, in full height, frag-
ments of the 12th c. murals ‘Doomsday’, ‘Epiphany’, etc. 

The nunnery also includes a belfry (17th c.), and 
cells of the 16th-17th cc. – the oldest brick dwelling struc-
ture preserved in Left-Bank Ukraine. To the west from 
the cells one can see a wooden dwelling house that is 
the only structure of this kind in the Left Bank Dnieper 
Land and which dates back to the 17th c. It is known as 
the house of St Feodosiy of Uglich. The Church of Sts 
Apostles Peter and Paul (16th c.) situated above the 
caves is open for services. Yeletsky Caves are contem-
porary with the Kyivan ones. They were dug by Rev. 
Anthonius of Pechersk who came to Chernihiv in 1069. 
At first he had settled there, but later he moved to the 
nearby Boldino Mount (derived from the Ancient Rus’ 
‘bold’ – ‘oak’). The Boldino Mountains had been the 
place of a heathen shrine, as the oak was believed to 
possess supernatural energy. Anthonius dug a cave in 
Boldino Mount where he spent three years. Later on 
an underground monastery – Anthonius’ Caves – ap-
peared here. StElijah’s Churchwas built over it in 
the  12th c. Over the years the monastery expanded to 
the nearby mountains. In 1679-1695 the archbishop La-
zar Baranovich built the magnificent Holy Trinity Ca-

thedral according to the design of Ioann Baptist, and its 
17th-18th cc. painting has been preserved.

The integration of ancient Rus’ architecture, West-
ern Baroque style, and hilly landscape integrated make 
the Trinity-St Elijah’s Monastery ensemble particu-
larly impressive. A splendid view of the monastery, the 
Desna River and Chernihiv is revealed from the 58m-
high bell tower (1775). The complex includes also the 
Refectory Church (1677), the Archimandrite’s Resi-
dence, a cell block, an ice-house, a bakery (18th  c.), 
and two chapels.

The monastery was famous for a rich library, and since 
1790 it had become the residence of the Archbishop.

The architectur masterpieces of Chernihiv also include 
the Church of Good Friday at Torg (Market) built in the 
12th-13th cc. by Petr Miloneg.

Among Chernihiv’s other sights it is worth mentioning 
St Catherine’s Church (1715), built to commemorate the 
heroism of the Chernihiv Regiment Cossacks during the 
Assault of the Azov Fortress in 1696, the Chernihiv Fine 
Arts Museum numbering 4,000 items, the Regiment Of-
fice (17th c.). Mikhail Kotsiubinsky, the prominent Ukrain-
ian writer, is buried in the city. Three years were spent in 
Chernihiv by Joseph Conrad (1857-1924, Josef Korzenio-
wski), a British writer born in Ukraine.

Church of Chernihiv Saints Prince Mikhail and Nobleman Fedor (18th c.)
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Khortytsia Island. View from the northwest Pages 18-19: 18th c. Cossack fortress (reconstruction) 

Khortytsia Island
Not far from Zaporizhzhia city you can see a group of isles. 

The largest isle of the group called Khortytsia stretches for 
12.5 km along the Dnipro and occupies an area of 2,334 ha. 
The solid rock of the isles formed 2.8 billion years ago rises 
over the Dnipro by 40-50 m making the isles picturesque. 
Khortytsia represents all the landscape zones of Ukraine, in-
cluding 1,052 species of higher plants and 245 species of ver-
tebrates. 11 of them are entered into the European Red Book. 
This place became a National Reserve ‘Khortytsia’. 

But Khortytsia is famous not only for its unique na-
ture. The remains of human settlements dated back to the 
3rd-4thmillennia BC have been found here, and in the Mid-
dle Ages the mighty sacred oak trees growing here were the 
sanctuaries of the pagan priests. Yet it became well-known in 
Europe due to the Cossacks.

A small Baida Island (Little Khortytsia) is located be-
tween Khortytsia and the right bank of the Dnipro. As the leg-
end has it, in 1556 Prince Dmytro Vyshnevetsky (Baida) built 
here an earth fortification – a prototype of Zaporozhian Sich 
(Cossack state). It was mentioned by Eric Lassota in 1594.

Academician D. Yavornitsky became the first researcher of the 
Baida Island. Rocky upper part of the Baida Island turned out to 
be protected by a mighty system of paled ramparts topped with 
wooden towers. One-inch clay covering applied to their walls was 
making the towers fireproof. Deep ditches were separating the 
ramparts. The Cossacks were using free standing wooden forts as 
advanced works for flanking fire in case of threat. In the course of 
excavations the scientists found out that Vyshnevetsky had built 
his fortified town on the ruins of the first stone fortress in Ukraine 
(20th-18th cc. BC). The cultural stratification of the Baida Island 
contains remains of all in all four fortresses.

A lot of armaments and their accessories were found 
during the excavations at the Baida Island, including two of 
four known sun-dials of a very rare design. So, if the Greater 
Khortytsia deserves to be called Crown of the Dnipro, the 
Baida Island is certainly its greatest pearl. 

With the growth of the Sich the Cossacks began con-
struction of fortifications at Khortytsia itself. It became the 
starting point for Bohdan Khmelnytsky’s victorious campaign 
with Poland. In 17th-18th cc. during the Turkish wars the Cos-
sack and Russian troops were quartered here. You may learn 
more about the eventful history of the island at the Museum 
of the Ukrainian Cossacks. 
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Bakhchysarai
Bakhchysarai (‘Palace in the Garden’) ‘was born’ in the 

early 16th c. when the Palace Buildings were constructed. 
It is surrounded with high rock gorges, and abounds in or-
chards that have given the name to the town. For a long time 
Bakhchysarai was a capital of the Crimean Khanate, and the 
palace full of legends and glory rivals the world’s architectural 
chef-d’oeuvres.

Only the central part totaling 4ha area has been preserved 
from the huge palace. The construction began in 1503, and 
continued on a wide scale until 1551. The multi-level palace 
composition completed with minarets and mosques – de-
lightful and surprisingly attractive – and flanked with dwell-
ing structures at the gorge slopes, opens in a trice. The com-
positional center is the Big Mosque with Medrese (Islamic 
higher theologian school) adjoined by two mausoleums-
durbe and the Khan’s cemetery. The palace linked with other 
structures through passages is opposite it. The most pictur-
esque and poetic corner of the palace is the Ambassador 
Court-Garden. The unique portal Demir Qapi (Iron Gate) 
faces the Ambassador Garden. In 1503 it was decorated in 
Renaissance style by Italian architect Aleviz New, the creator 
of the Archangels’ Cathedral in the Moscow Kremlin.

Among the palace builders was artist Omer, an outstand-
ing Iranian painter-sculptor-architect, who painted the cupolas 
of the Smaller Khan’s Mosque. But the Omer’s masterpiece 
is, no doubt, the Fountain of Tears (1764), a symbol-monu-
ment to sorrow and true love carved in cold stone and devoted 
to Dilara-Bikech (a princess delighting the soul), the beloved 
wife of Kyrym-Girei who died young. It was she who Alexander 
Pushkin set to rhyme in ‘Bakhchysarai Fountain’. This name is 
supposed to have been given to Princess Maria Potocka, a Pol-
ish beauty, abducted by the Tatars. Spring water drops from the 
eyes, like tears, and fills a heart-cup, then it flows into two small 
ones as tears soften the suffering, but then the pain returns – a 
big cup reminds us about the untimely loss… One more foun-
tain is in the Fountain Court – Mazgub (Golden). Made in 
1733, it is intended for ritual ablution. 

Other numerous structures and buildings of the Khan’s 
Palace capture us with Eastern mystery – the Harem, the 
Pool Garden, Summer and Fruit Arbours, Coffee Room, 
Ambassador Hall and the khan’s private rooms. One of 
them is decorated with the following inscription, ‘Look! This 
attractive place is a source of joy, and each look at it will be-
come an exciting sea of pleasure’. 

Entrance gate with Girei coat of arms – the snakes

Khan’s Palace

Big Palace Mosque (1740) 
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Kharkiv
The 1648-1654 War of Liberation is said to have 

entailed the foundation of Kharkiv. After the defeat of 
B. Khmelnytsky at Berestechko in 1651 and the signing 
of the Bela Tserkva Treaty that forced most Cossacks to 
return under Polish rule, the Cossacks began to escape 
from Ukraine. The Moscow Tsar Alexey Mikhailovich al-
lowed those who had sworn allegiance to him to settle 
on his frontier’s lands – in Moscow Ukraine. To pro-
mote the building of the fortifications the Cossacks 
were granted privileges. They were called ‘sloboda’ 
(a  blend made of ‘svoboda’, i.e. ‘freedom’, and ‘l’gota’, 
i.e. ‘privilege’), and hence the name of the whole region 
originated – Slobodska Ukraine. The fortified settle-
ments – slobodky – Sumy, Lebedin, Akhtyrka, Kharkiv, 
were founded on these lands, forming a fortification 
bend at approaches to Moscow.

Kharkiv Sloboda arose between the Lopan River 
and the Kharkiv River, the latter giving the name to the 
city. According to the Moscow tsar’s order (1656), the 
construction of Kharkiv Fortress started. Today the de-
fensive Tower-Belfry and the Holy Intercession Ca-
thedral of Holy Intercession Monastery built in 1689 re-
mind us about it. After the 1709 Battle of Poltava Kharkiv 
Fortress lost its military significance, but Kharkiv was 

transformed into an international trading center, the 
place of the famous annual fair.

The Kharkiv Collegium was inaugurated in 1717. 
When the idea of establishing a university in Ukraine 
appeared, the choice was to be made among three cities: 
Kyiv, Chernihiv, Poltava. Vasiliy Karazin, a representative 
of Emperor Alexander I, suggested Sloboda nobility to 
support the establishment of the university with funds, 
and promised that the Emperor would return them the 
privileges. But Alexander I was told these donations were 
due to the wide public support of the project. Though 
the noblemen had never been returned their privileges, 
in 1805 the second university in the Russian Empire was 
inaugurated in Kharkiv. Among its students and profes-
sors were three Nobel Prize Winners: I. Mechnikov, bi-
ologist, S. Kuznets, economist, and L. Landau, physicist. 
Kharkiv became the biggest scientific center of Ukraine. 
Here the atom of Lithium was split for the first time in 
the world in 1931 and the famous T-34 tank was de-
signed here. The latest developments of scientists include 
the strategic long-range passive radar complex ‘Kolchuga’ 
(‘hauberk’) that has discredited the myth of invisible 
US STEALTH aircraft.

At the turn of the 20th c. Kharkiv was growing rap-
idly and became the commercial and industrial center 
of Eastern Ukraine. This was the time when the ar-
chitectural complex of Kharkiv’s center – the Sum-

Svobody (Freedom) Square
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Lviv
Lviv is the city you cannot confuse with any other. It en-

chants and fascinates you with a refined Middle Ages spirit, 
charms with fanciful Modern, excites with lavish Baroque, 
and cools you with expressive Constructivism. A unique en-
semble of Lviv’s historical center is included into the UN-
ESCO World Heritage List.

Though Lviv is rather young city, its history is full of 
events. The city was founded by the Galician Prince Daniil 
Romanovich in 1256 and named after his son Lev. Prince Lev 
Danilovich made Lviv the capital of the Galician Principality. 
In 1340 Lviv was conquered by Polish King Casimir (Ka-
zimierz) III. Soon, in 1356, the city gained the Magdeburg 
Law. In 1362 Casimir III initiated the construction of a new 
stone fortress on the place of the old one, at the hill called 
High Castle. The fortress would be given the same name. 
Only three centuries later the castle was seized: by Cossacks 
in 1648, by the Turks in 1672, and by the troops of Charles 
XII in 1704. By the 18th c. the castle had lost its significance, 
and in 1835 a picturesque park was laid down there. Now 
High Castle Mount offers an impressive view on Lviv and 
its outskirts.

The Roundabout town, with its trading center – Old 
Market, was situated at the mount’s bottom. The oldest of 
Lviv’s churches – Church of St John the Baptiser (1250), 
Churches of St Nickolas (1264) and St Parasceva Good 
Friday (14th-17th cc.), Roman Catholic Church of Snowy 
Mary (13th c.), and the Armenian Cathedral (1363-1370) 
remind us about these princely times.

A new city was laid down in the second half of the 14th c. 
at the southern side of the Roundabout Town. Lviv had been 
growing rapidly and soon became the biggest transit trade 
center. Caravans to Moldova, Krakow, Poznan, Gdansk, Nu-
ernberg, Hamburg were passing through it. In Caffa (Feo-
dosiya, the Crimea) Lviv merchants occupied a whole quar-
ter. A well-defended fortress with 18 towers encircled the new 
city. The Gunpowder Tower (1556) and the Town Arsenal 
(1556) remind us about it. The outer fortress wall protected 
the town city on three sides and numbered 15 towers, one of 
which can be still seen in Pidvalna Street.

The city could be left through two gates and two wick-
ets. One of them, Jesuit wicket, led to the Roman Catholic 
(Latin) Cathedral. The other one, Rus, at the end of Ruska 
Street led to the Monastery of Barefooted Carmelites. 
The construction of the Latin Cathedral was initiated in 
1360 by Lviv archbishop Petr Steher. The construction was 

Solomia Krushelnytska State Academic Opera and Ballet Theater (1897-1900).
The front faç a de is topped with the sculpture ‘Glory’
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Vi ew on the Old Cas tle from a bird’s-eye view (14th-17th cc.)

Kamianets-Podilskyi
It is Nature that predestined Kamianets-Podilskyi to 

become an impregnable fortress-town. It is located on a 
rocky island encircled with a deep and picturesque can-
yon of the Smotrich River. 

Its first fortifications appeared here in the times of Ro-
man Emperor Trajan (2nd c. AD). Hitherto fortification 
remains have been preserved at the place of Castle Bridge.

Since olden days theOld Castle laid down in the 11th c. 
has been the major medieval town outpost. Two towers – 
Small Southern and Denna (Day) have been preserved, 
the latter one being built on Dacian-Roman fortification 
foundations. Expanding the castle and constructing new 
towers started in the 14th c. when the castle became the 
residence of Lithuanian Princes Koriatovychy. In 1395 it 
was given to influential Polish magnate Spitko, and later 
was taken by Lithuanian Duke Vitovt. In 1463 Kamianets 
became a royal town. Its significance as a border fortress 
considerably increased. 11 towers have been preserved 
since, the most astonishing one being the Pope Tower 
(28 m high) named after Rome Pope Julius II in gratitude 
for his donation into construction. The remains of his coat 
of arms have been preserved on the tower.

The Ukrainian folk hero Ustim Karmeliuk imprisoned 
in the tower escaped successfully from it. 

The New Eastern Tower erected on a 40m high rock 
protected a deep ancient well and controlled a road to the 
town. But the strongest tower is New Western with diam-
eter of 20 metres.

The Castle is strikingly picturesque and looks like a 
fairy tale decoration. A complicated fortification com-
plex of towers and structures perfectly presents fortifica-
tion architecture history and is considered to be among 
the top world’s monuments of the kind.

The development of artillery pushed upgrading castle 
fortifications. In 1621 the construction of New Castle – 
a stone-earth bastion system with two semi-bastions and 
intermediate curtain – was initiated according to French-
man T. Schomberg’s design. 

The New Castle controlled a road through the Castle 
Bridge – a unique structure used also for regulating the 
water level in the Smotrich River.

The town itself was also a quite complicated and well-
arranged fortress. Of considerable significance was a wa-
ter-engineering fortification complex of the year 1515 – 
the Ruthenian Entrance Gate with towers, curtains, a 
barbican (outer gate fortification), defensive walls and 
locks (non-preserved).

The locks regulated water level in the canyon. The same 
functions were performed by the Polish Gate system in 
the upper area of the Smotrich River.

In addition to fortress structures, civil architecture 
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Theater Square. O. Kobylianska Musical Drama Theater (1905)

Chernivtsi
For the first time Chernivtsi is mentioned in 1407. 

In the 16th c. the town belonging to Moldavian Duchy 
was under the auspices of Turkish sultan, and in the 
17th c. it became a residence of Bucovinian Starosta 
(Governor). In 1775 Turkey ceded Bucovina to Aus-
tria, and this pushed a rapid development of the land. 
The heyday of Chernivtsi started in 1849 when Bu-
covina was proclaimed a special Crown land of the 
Austrian Empire – Duchy. The Viennese Modern ar-
chitecture school was brightly represented in Cher-
nivtsi. In 1918-1940 Chernivtsi as well as Bucovina 
were part of Romania, and in June of 1940 Chernivtsi 
and Northern Bucovina were reunited with Ukraine.

Time favours Chernivtsi. A lot of brilliant examples 
of original interiors and architectural decor – stained-
glass windows, stucco, carving, hand-made glass – 
and magnificent buildings in European Modern have 
been preserved in the city. The contemporaries called 
it ‘Little Vienna at the Prut River’. To feel this ‘Vien-
nese Style’ of the late 19th – early 20th cc. you can just 
stroll along the charming city streets – Kobylianskoi, 
Holovna, Ruska, Virmenska.

The central city square – Rynok (Market) – is espe-
cially impressive.

The square is dominated with the City Hall built 
in 1843-1847 by the design of architect Andreas Miku-
lich. You cannot but pass the building of the former Di-
rectorate of Saving Banks – today Regional Fine Arts 
Museum – that is next to the City Hall. The building 
was constructed in 1901 in Viennese Secession Style 
according to the design of Hubert Hessner. It impresses 
with decor, a huge majolica panel at the faHade top 
and beautiful interiors with stained-glass windows. 
A number of former hotel buildings – Golden Lion, 
Under Black Eagle, etc. – overlook the square. The en-
semble is completed with the monument to Taras 
Shevchenko erected in 1999.

Theater Square with its gem – Olga Kobylian-
ska Musical Drama Theater – is also charming. 
The  theater built in 1905 by the design of famous 
Viennese architects Ferdinand Felkner and Herman 
Gelmer has astonishing acoustics. 

The architectural city’s center is sure to be mag-
nificent Residence of Orthodox Metropolitans of 
Bucovina and Dalmacia constructed in 1864-1882 
according to the design and under the supervision 
of Czech architect Josef Hlavka. It is inscribed on the 
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UNESCO World Heritage List. Moresque, Byzantine, 
Romanesque, Jewish, and Gothic motifs integrated 
form the ensemble.

To build this enormous complex brick and ce-
ramic works were constructed at the Prut River in 
Chernivtsi, and a special Master School was opened 
to operate them.

Metropolitan Block (1864-1876) – the most 
luxurious building of the residence – is located in the 
center of complex. Front Vestibule and Marble Hall 
(former Synod Hall) over it form the building’s com-
position center. The hall has marble finishing, painted 
walls and wooden carved ceiling. The next Red Hall 
also has wooden carving decorations. The Blue Hall is 
severe and refined, and is used for official ceremonies.

Seminar Block (1870) is dominated with 
the Church of Three Saints: Basil the Great, Greg-
ory the Theologian, and John the Chrysostom. 
Its rich interiors are decorated with magnificent icon-
ostasis.

The front court is closed with Guest House 
on the third side (1874). The forth side is separated 
from the street with a fence that has a monumental 
three-bay gate in the center. The complex original-
ity is emphasized by high steep roofs covered with 
colour tiles that are laid down according to Bucov-
ian folk motifs.

A park with artificial pond, a grotto and rare trees 
is behind the Metropolitan Block. The bronze bust of 
architect Y. Hlavka stands in front of the block façade.

Nowadays the buildings house central blocks 
of  Yu. Fedkovych Chernivtsi National University 
founded in 1875 as German-language higher educa-
tional establishment. The first university blocks are 
in Universitetska Street. Ivan Franko studied in one of 
them in 1891.

The guests of the city are also advised to see Rail-
way Terminal and Palace of Justice (1906).

Former residence of Bucovian Metropolitans, nowadays – Chernivtsi National University.
Left – Church of Three Saints. Right – former Metropolitan Block
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